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T

he Campbell River Salmon Foundation
has completed its fifth year of
operation. This report is intended to
update our members and contributors on
the activities and accomplishments of CRSF
in 2012.
Our mandate is to promote the conservation,
rehabilitation and enhancement of
watersheds for Pacific Salmon north of
the Oyster River and south of the Salmon
River estuary and eastward to the adjacent
mainland coast.
The 2012 Board of Directors is comprised of
the following volunteers:
M.B. Mike Gage, Chairman
Martin Buchanan, Vice Chairman
Kent Moeller, Treasurer
Therisa Lowe, Secretary/Banquet Chairperson
Don Bendickson, Director
Dale Blackburn, Director
Kevin Fogolin, Director
Mark Gage, Director
Rupert Gale, Director
Jamie Gaskill, Director
Corby Lamb, Director
Kris Mailman, Director
Kent Moeller, Director
Mark Murphy, Director
Joe Painter, Director
George Stuart, Director

2012 PROJECTS FUNDED
$3,900 —
C.R.S.F. funded the entire cost of the
removal of a wrecked boat in the estuary of
Willow Creek. The ex-troller (unnamed) was
being towed to Cortes Island from Campbell
River when it broke loose somewhere off
Cape Mudge and ended up on its side badly
damaged in the Willow Creek estuary. After
most levels of government had exhausted
their reasons for not becoming involved
with removing the wreck we hired A.
Wood Bulldozing and in early January their
crew removed the wreck and hauled it to
the local dump. The total cost to C.R.S.F.
was $3,904.00. The cost was later fully
reimbursed by the B.C. Government and we
were completely compensated, “all’s well
that ends well I suppose!” — Kingston Trio
1960.
$1,700 —
C.R.S.F. partially funded a nutrient project
by the British Columbia Conservation
Foundation in the upper Salmon River
$4,000 —
To City of Campbell River for the “Pinks at
the Pier” project cost.

$72,000 —
Erosion protection of Cumsack Slough
from the Homathco River at the head of
Bute Inlet. The river would have eventually
breached its banks and wiped out the 1,600
acres (700 hectares) of prime juvenile salmon
habitat. Cumsack Slough is the largest
wetland in the Powell River forest district.
In 2006 and 2007 the Campbell River Gravel
Committee began erosion control work with
successful results and this latest work by
C.R.S.F. has put a stop to further problems in
this area. Major contributors for this project
were International Forest Products ($19,000),
Krueger Forest Products ($10,000), and
Gillard Pass Fisheries Association ($5,400).
$4,500 —
Gillard Pass Fisheries Association for Phillips
River stock assessment. C.R.S.F. also worked
with Gillard Pass Fisheries Association at
their annual BBQ and Auction to raise funds
for the Cumsack Slough and Phillips River
projects.
$8,900 —
New larger brood stock tank to Quinsam
Hatchery for the hatchery’s new larger truck.
The tank was constructed in Campbell River
by MacTavish Welding.
$58,200 —
Spawning gravel placement in the Campbell
River. BC Hydro provides the majority of
the funds to complete this project. Gravel is
placed in the upper Campbell River as the
John Hart dam prevents the recruitment and
replenishment of spawning gravel.
$8,900 —
Campbell River mainstream Chinook
enhancement project by Quinsam Hatchery.
Eyed-egg cassettes are placed in the upper
river below the canyon in an effort to help
increase Chinook returns to the Campbell.
$3,500 —
Salmon River stock assessment. Provides
helicopter for DFO staff to conduct
assessment of returns to the Salmon River.

ONGOING PROJECTS
C.R.S.F. is currently looking at a potential
project to improve the amount of spawning
area for anadromous fish in the Quinsam
River. $600 has been spent to date on a
photo search, scanning and G.I.S. Further
feasibility studies with the province are under
way.
C.R.S.F. is helping fund a Coho Vibrio
vaccination trial for three years with D.F.O.,

Quinsam Hatchery and the Center for
Aquatic Health Science. The project is to
see if Coho ocean survival can be increased.
This is an important partnership with a
controlled group of 40,000 injected with a
placebo saline solution and the other group
of 40,000 vaccinated against vibriosis each
year. Both groups would be adipose clipped
and differently coded wire tagged to allow
assessment of the Coho adults caught in
the fisheries as well as escapement returns.
Cash contributions for this project have
already been made by Mercury Marina and
Trailer Park $2,000, Marine Harvest Canada
$1,000, Quinsam Coal $4,000 and C.R.S.F.
$1,400. In kind contributions from Quinsam
hatchery, CAHS, and suppliers are at least
equal if not larger than the dollars already
mentioned.
In 2012 the Salmon River Diversion fish
passage feasibility studies continued. We
have attended meetings with BC Hydro
since December 10, 2007 and spent $2000
on helicopter trips to explain to journalists
the benefits to salmon (Coho, Chinook
and Steelhead) of the extra 42 miles of
the Salmon River that will be available to
anadromous fish once we have proper fish
passage installed at the diversion dam on the
Salmon River. We are entering our sixth year
of meetings without resolve to the issue.
Hydro has recently announced that improved
fish passage will be in place by late 2015. I
am confident we will get there eventually!
$84,500 was raised at the annual banquet
and auction. This included donations from
generous sponsors. The C.R.S.F would like to
thank all of its contributors and volunteers
for their generous support.
In closing I would again like to thank
Seymour Pacific Developments for covering
our administration costs annually as they
have since our inauguration in May 2007.
It’s safe to say that our actual cost of
administration is around one percent. The
Board of Directors consists of all volunteers
and we are well supported by all of the
resource industries that operate in this
community.

M.B. (Mike) Gage
Chairman
Campbell River Salmon Foundation
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